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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE MATIOWAL OFFENSE 
OF THE UNITED STATES, WITHIN THE MEANING OF TITLE 185 SECTIONS 793 
AMD 794, OF THE U.&, CODE, AS AMENDED, ITS TAANSMISSION OR REVE- 
LATION OF JTS CONTENTS TO OR RECETPT SY AN UMAUTHOMIZED PERSON IS 
PROHIBITED OY Law. 


THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


THE REPRODUCTION OF THES FOAM 18 PROHTBITED. 


.l. The population of Bekescsaba in 1951 was between 200,000 - 25X1% 
fe 300,000. Although the city had textile mills, prick . 
factories, flour mills and a railroad repair shop, its 
economic life was almost completely dependent upon the 
farming activities of the surrounding area. A commercial 
airport was located approximately 15 kilometers northwest» 
of Bekescsaba. Two Hungarian military units were stationed 
in the city: a self-propelled artillery unit and a frontier 
; guard unit. Each of these two units was approximately of 
\ regimental strength. 


2. [Available at CIA Map Library is an overlay sketch of a 1930 city plan 
of Bekescsaba (Bekescsaba Megyeivaros Belteruletenek Atnezeti Terkepe 
Tervetze: Adam Gusztav NY Musz Tanacsos 1930 Mertek 1: 10,000 Kiad ja 
a ie RT Bekescsaba 1930), on which source pin-pointea. the following 
sites: 


Point #1. ROPE FACTORY. Known as the "Merkuri Fonegyan".. 
(No details available) 


#2, THE CITY POWER STATION. Powered by Diesel 
engines. The station consisted of ore building 
with a flat roof covered with gray slate. 


#3. THE CITY HOSPITAL. (Varosi Korhaz). The hospital 
comprised two separate three-story buildings, 
with low gabled, red tile roofs. 
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#5. 
#6 *€ 


#8, 


#10. 


#ils 


25X1A 


HIGH SCHOOL (cymastut) BUILDING. A three-story 
brown building with a low gabled, red tile roof, 


THE CITY HALL, Two yellow buildings, each two 
stories high with low gabled, gray slate roofs. 


FLOUR MILL. Known as the Kovacs Mill (Kovaes , 
Maiom). Steam operated; Composed of two seperate. . 
unpainted two-story rectangular-shaped buildings. 


‘Each was concrete and had lew gabled, gray slate 


roofs. 


BUCKSHOT CARTRIDGE FACTORY. Known ag the 
Hubertus Pactory (Hubertus Gyar),; A two-story, 
white unpainted buliding with a red tile roof, A 
number of brick smoke stacks protruded about 


five meters above the roof, 


TLK FACTORY. Known as the State Clothing Factory 
(Alomi Ruha Gyar). The factory comprised two 
buildings, One wes about 100 meters long, 

7O meters wide of gray conerete with a gray slate 
covered roof, This building, which was four 
steries high, housed the manufacturing installations 


‘and had a red brick smoke stack approximately 


5O meters high, The other building, which server 
aS & Storage place, was about 40 meters long, 

P5 meters wide, a single storied structure of gray 
concrete with a low gabled, gray slate roof. 

About 600 persons, mostly women, were employed at 
this factory, which operated in three shifts. 
Parachute canopies were among the articles 


manufactured here, 


AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL, Known as the Mezogazdasagi 
iskola, Compesed of two buildings. The larger 
ene, constructed of red brick, was about 590 meters 
long, 10 meters wide and two stories high, with a 
ox gebled, red tile roof, The other red brick 
building was Single-storied, about 20 meters long 
‘and sevén meters wide, with a low gabled, red tile 
root, The surrounding area was covered with tree 
saplings and orchards. 


Pesta {Rone FACTORY. Known as the Rokka Rope 
Factory (Rokka Fonogyar). The factory was a gray,, 
prick building about 76 meters long and 30 meters 
wide, It was three stories high, with a barrel 
yeult, light gray, corrugated metal roof, This 
factory was operated by electrical equipment and 
@mployed about 200 persons working in three shifts, 
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FIVE BARRACKS BUILDINGS. All five were of the 
same dimensions: three stories high, about . 
70 meters long and 30 icters wide, with low 
gabled, red tile roofs. The buildings were 
camouflege painted in 1951. A self-propelled 
artillery unit, probably a regiment, and one 
frontier guards urlt , approximately regimental 
strength, were quartered here. I observed a 
number of anti-taidk guns in the courtyard. 

I obtained tie information regarding the 
strength of these units in February 1951 from 
amember of the self-propelled artillery unit. 


RAILROAD STATION. A dark brown, two story 
building about 100 meters long and 30 meters wide 
with a low gabled, red tile roof. The middle 
section of the building, about 30 meters square, 
was slightly higher and had a pyramidical shaped, 
red tile roof. The station, damaged by bombs 
daring the war, was subsequently repaired. 


BUROPEAN NORMAL GAUGE RAILROAD TRACKS. There were 
eight tracks in the station area. The railroad 
connected Bekescsabs with Budapest, Arad and 
Nagyvalad. 


LOCOMOTIVE AND RAILROAD CAR RSPAIR SuOP. This was 
black concrete building about 60 meters long, 

35 meters wide (two railroad tracks ran into 

the building), and 10 meters high, including the 
roof. The roof was barrel vault shaped, dark 
gray, and of corrugated metal. Hach end of the 
building has two black corrugated metal doors 
about eight meters. high. A number of manually- 
operated cranes were in this shop. 


pe) 


THE BOHN BRICK FACTORY. There were two single ° 
story, red brick buildings, each of wh.ch was 

about 40 meters long and 20 meters wide. The 

roofs were oarrel vault shaped and covered with 

gray slate. A red bricx smoke stack, about 

40 meters high, was located between the two 

buildings. 


SOVIT ARMY MEMORIAL. A white concrete memorial 
20-25 meters high, 10 meters wide, and two meters 
thick. A five-pointed red glass star, approximately 
two meters in diameter, was located on top 

of the monument. At its base was a bronze plaque 
with the names of Soviet Army personnel who were 
killed in the battle for the city. The monument, 
incliding the red star, was illuminated by red 

neon lights during the night. It was built in 

1948. 


STALIN sTRGET. Formerly Uorthy Miklo Street. 


ANDRASSY STREET. 


THE MARKT PLACE. It was open svery Thursday. 
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3. Industrial and Economic Characteristics: 


(a) 


(b) 


Ex, 


St, ISTVAN STREET. 


‘manufacturing enterprises were connected with the 
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HOTEL BUILDING, Knewn ap: che Mer eee ee 
Szuloda)}, A brown, three-story brick building... 
with a low gabled, red tile roof, located at. 

the corners of St. Istvan and Andrassy Streets, 


It had 58 rooms and was the main hotel in 


Bekescsaba. 


CBABA MOYIE THEATER, (Csaba Mozgo). The capacity . 
of the theater was approximately 200 persons, 


PETOFI MOVIE THEATER. (Petofi Mozgo). Its 


‘eapacity was approximately 200 persons. 


THEATER BUILDING, Known as the Bartok Theater 
(Bartok Szinhaz). A white, two story building 
about 10D meters long and 30 meters wide, It had 
a metal cupola type reof and was lecated in 
Szecheny1 Park (Reeshenyd Liget), 

THE PIGS BATHING LAKE (Diszno Fureszto) . 


THE RACE TRACK. 


BAROSS STREET. 

BERENY] STREET. 

BAINAL STREET, 

OROSHAZI STREET, 

SAINT LOUIS STREET (Szent Laszlo Ut), 


The surrounding area of Bekescsaba is level and 
under cultivation, with the te ee 
Wheat, hemp and sugar beets, The basic 


agricultural products of the region, There were 
also metallurgical factories and/or mines in this 
area, 


1S gi RRM A: uae Ste 


The collectivization program in the Bekescsaba 
Region was well advanced, Some private land 

owners still remained (maximum farm area, 15 acres) s 
however, these individual farmers were compelled — 
to Sel] half their products to the state at. low 
prices, The great majority of the farmers were 
dissatisfied with the collectivization program, 

(I am not able to give any specific instances of 
active resistance to the collectivization program 
by the farmers.) Although violaters were immediately 
arrested and the prices of preducts fixed by the 
authorities, black market activities were 

extensive among the farmers. 


All manufacturing enterprises in Bekescsaba were 
state-pwned, with the norm system in effect in 

the enferprises. A mimimum norm would be 
establiehed which had to be met by every worker in 


werder to receive the basic pay. If a certain 
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percentage of the workers exceeded” their norms y 
“the basic norm was then raised for 811: workers, 
The basic pay rate was increased, but not et the 
pame rate at which the norm was increased, Due. 
to this speed-up system, the accident rate was 
high. 


(a) The Stakhanovite system was also used. These | 
“sharp workers" (Elmunkas) received bonuses and 
medals and considerable newspaper publicity, 


(e) The individual worker had to obtain an offi¢ilal 
release from his employment in order to move 
from one job to another. In the event management 
‘considered that a worker would be’ more valwable 
in another enterprise, he could be ordered to 
ehange jobs. If he refused, the worker was dis- 
charged and risked being declared unacceptable fer 
employment by other enterprises, 


(f) The average weekly wage for industrial workers 
(February 1951) was 160 forints for skilled and 
90 forints for unskilled workers. The official 
Yate of exchange was eight forints to the dollar, 
Specialists, such as chief mechanics, received 
approximately 200 forints weekly; engineers 
received 2,000~3,000 forints per month. Women 
constituted the majority of white-collar workers, 
Bince white-collar positions were classified as 
"light category". The average wage for these 
workers was 150-160 forints weekly. There was a 
_fendency to assign women to all categories of 
‘light" work: e.g., barbers, taxi drivers, train 
and street conductors, etc. 


(sg) The following 1s a list of consumer goods prices 
in Bekescsaba, established by‘the authorities in 
the January-February 1951 period: 


(1) Monthly rent for two rooms, kitchen, 
bathroom, and one small storeroom was 
160 forints. 


(2) Monthly rent for one room and kitehen 
was 80 forints. 


(3) Bread (white) two forints per kilogram 

(4) Bread (brown) 1.60 forints per kilogram 

(5) Meat (pork) — six-seven forints per 
kilogram 

(6) . Meat. (beef) four forints per kLlogram 

(7. Meat (veal) four-five forints per 
kilogram 


(8) Pair of chickens <5 forints 


C): - egg .90 forints (90 fillers) 
(au. Lard 16-20 forints per 
kilogram 
(112) Buteer 25 forints per kilogram 
SECRET 
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(13). ; 
(14) - 


(15) | 


(16) 


(17) 
(18) 


(19) 


(20). 
. (22). : 


(22): 
(23) 

(24). | 
(25) » 


Milk 


Sugar (lump) 


hoor a 


lated) - 


Coffee (not 
ground) 


‘Potatoes 


Wine (red) 


Wine (white) 


Beer (glass) 


Shoes (good 
quality) 


Suit (good 


‘quality wool) 


Shirt 

Overcoat (long) 
Soap (laundry) . 
Beap (toilet) 


Hew 


25X1A: 


1.50 forints per 
Liter r 


6.50 - seven forints 


per kilogram 


six forints per kllogram | 
90 forints per kilogram 
(seldom available) — 


1,60 - two forints per 
kilogram . 


nine-1l] forints per liter 


eight-nine forints per 
liter 


1.40 forints 
240-300 forints 


1,600 forints 


42.50 forints 


2,400 forints 


16 forints per kilogram 


2,50 - three forints 
per cake 


(n) Lard; butter, sugar, and soap were rationed; with 


est 


prices were higher. 
Ppationing system, 


4, Political and Social Characteristics: | 
 (@) ~The population of Bekes¢saba was about 80% Slovak 


ba cEaaie eich ef the above-mentioned items 
ablished by the government. 
I am not familiar with the 


The black market 


(Teth) origins the remainder were of Magyar 


‘ances t. 
agricu che Ma 
in the various industrial establishments, 


ef the population was Protestant, 


The 


‘The Slevaks were primarily engaged in 
e while the Magyars generally worked 


, About 70% 
The Communists 


apparently hesitated to take any drastic measures 
eS 


against t 


churches here and there did not seem 


to be any friction between the various national 
and religious groups in the region, 


(b) Politically, the lar 
/ ‘yas anti-communist. 


ge majority of the pepulation 
There were not more than -_) 


‘200 convinced Comminists in Bekescsawa, 


\ 
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(a) 


(2) 


“ gurrent. 3 
:amount of current available to private consumers. 


(0) 
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- Alomi Bgyeges legdasn 


power station in 


RESIDENT CAL ‘SReT IAS . Be STdSs eG S88 | 


‘were villas and were occupied by hi 


tie area of the fsrmer race ereck, and in the north- 
astern outskirts acress the "Pigs sathing Pool". 
These proj: ats will presunably be workers! 
-apartuents. The atre 
or of granite stones 


aia about 10 meters wide. 


+. 
. §tation, Llosated in the post-o oe Tel 
“bes ent only from the pos st~offies, iHo- identificetion. 


Fi 9 © Fos oe 
A 


TRA ScOSUATION, he orimary means of public 


‘transportation was gasolin«-powered street cars, 
. The street gars. provi 
only buses were asod 


inbra-city transportation 
inter-urban trans- 

system was lotown- a8 the 

ope sut (Acid v) 4 . 


power vas provided by one 
sescgaba, Power used was 

410 volts for donesti eity lighting, 229 volts for 

lighting outside the city, and 380 volts for 


ay 


portation. . ‘The trol lex 


POWER SUPPLY. sale sag 


industrial Installations. aiternating type. 
used, There wero no strictions on the 


ete Sevan . ty om oat 


The best residential Pana wes in bie sevuth= 

‘ nas ‘m as the 
Sixth Secéion, ose of the ouildings in the sector, 
nigh sovernm: ont 


~ ES 


A 


officials, viigh=ranh cing: Somauniat Party members, 

and Stakhanovites (so long roe ae wee maintained their 
high. norias ) « workers Lived in me sectors shown as 
points ils. Ge and #3 [See overlay 7. The business 
Sector was concentratcd mainly «long pee wbreet 
to St. Istvan Street and included Jargss, Berenyi 
and Hajnal Streets. iw housing srojscts were being 
planned for th» southern outskirts af tas city in 


say 


ts were either concrete 
d were lighted with el: etricity. 
Mein streets were 10-~ 15 meters wide, while seconda ary 


‘ oe 


HANS OF CO SAVION. Long-distance t- 


calls could pe mace only from 


grams ecole 


necessary when Sending ceeoean sc) Although 
domestic mail was not censored, incoming and oitsoing 
toreten mail was Bpeteheoked., 


RADIO » ‘here (fee about ont radio set for every two 


“houses in the “ohty. dany of tn: people did not_ 


believe the Budapest radio atations or even bother 


my, 


to listen to, them. one ck of wwacrica’ program 
ca a large aon ae i 


s difficult to 
cial radio 

2£) reilroad 
ivi. “The . jamming si ebion beeen operating 

+ hovember 1350 | i wag most effective when the 
e of America or 53C broadeasts wero made on 

& wave (50- 150 meters}. The broadcasts were 
from interference when on medium wave 
(over 700 mters}, and wore effeetive caring 
«winter. Daytine jamming was Less freqient than 
at night. _ the best period for broadgasting was = 


L 


epee 


‘between 2100-2300 hours becuuse 2 larger redio 


audience was then aval. ob €. wost of the radio sets 


' 
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-~gyailable to the population were “popular” 


(g) 


“padio sets on which only the Budapest: stations 


could be heard. People caught listening to the 
Voice of America or the BBC had their sets con- 
Piseated and were liable to arrest. — 


MEDICAL FACILITIES, There was one hospital in 
Bekescsaba, which provided medical and surgical 
services, Free medical service was granted to 


members of the Public Medical Help Association 


(Orszagos Tarsadaimi Intezet). All government 
employees (including collective farm members) had 
to belong to this organization. Only residents of 
the city and county were admitted to the hospital... 


with exceptions being made ir emergency cases, The 


prospective patient was otherwise ehliged to go to 
the hospital Bt his place of residence for treatment, 
NEWSPAPERS, Daily newspapers puvlished in 
Bekesesaba were the Viharsarck (Sterm Corner) and the. . 
Biharnepe (Bihar County Fecols;}. Both were Commniet 
publications. . 
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